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AS WE HAVE THEREFORE OP PORT U- 
NITY, LET US DO GOOD UNT®O ALL 
MEN; ESPECIALLY UNTO THEM 
WHO ARE OF THE HOUSEHOLD OF 
FAITH. 


HE ſuperior excellence of the Goſpel above 
all other ſyſtems of Religion and Philoſo- 
phy, that have ever prevailed in the world, 
appears from This, as well as from many 
other conſiderations of the higheſt importance: namely, 
That there is no Moral Duty, however clear and 
determinate by the law of nature, but what is there 
placed in a fairer and ſtronger light, eſtabliſhed on a 
ſurer and better foundation, and enforced by peculiar 
and” additional motives of the greateſt weight and 
efficacy. What influence and authority can the 
Beauty, the Dignity, the Reaſonableneſs of Virtue, 
or the apprehenſion of the Will of Gop, and of 
A Moral 


SJ 


Moral Obligation, deduced from thence, be ſuppoſed 


to carry with it; in compariſon of the more perfect 


knowledge of the Divine Attributes, the knowledge 
of Gop the author of our Salvation, our Creator by 
a new and more beneficial title, and our Father by 
adoption through Chriſt : the ſenſe of our high re- 
lation and obligation to Chriſt our Redeemer, who 
condeſcended to become man and to die for us; to 
the Holy. Ghoſt our ſanctifier and comforter, who 
vouchſafes to guide us, and even to dwell in ys: and 
laſtly, the conſideration of the awful ſanction of Gop's 
laws plainly declared, eternal rewards and puniſh- 


ments? What are the words of man's wiſdom to the 


word of Goo? What the fine ſpeculations and cu- 
rious diſquiſitions of Philoſophy, to the ſimple, the 
ſolid, the ſublime doctrines of the Goſpel? What is 
the chaff to the wheat? 


Tux xx is hardly any duty of Natural Religion, 


which might not ſerve for an example to illuſtrate 


this obſervation; which would not appear, when 
conſidered and enforced upon Chriſtian principles, as a 
New Commandment. But our Saviour hath more 
particularly pointed out to us under that character the 
duty of Benevolence and Charity: which he hath ſo 


far enlarged in extent, ſo powetfully enforced both by 


com- 
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command and example, and bound upon us by obliga- 
tions ſo endearing, by ſanctions ſo awakening, that it 
may be conſidered comparatively as a Law, not only 
newly promulged, but firſt enacted by Him. 


Tu x notions of the Jews with regard to this matter 
were exceedingly ſhort and defective. They had heard, 
that it had been ſaid, * Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour :” 
but this relation they reſtrained to their own nation 
and ſect. From the law, thus limited by their own 
gloſs, they deduced, by implication and the rule of 
contraries, this other precept ; « Thou ſhalt hate thine 
* enemy: and this relation they enlarged, as much 
as they had contracted the former, and made it 
comprehend all the reſt of mankind. How well 
they fulfilled the former of theſe two precepts, 
doth not ſo clearly appear ; but they were - juſtly 
celebrated for their zealous obſervance of the latter. 
Tun Heathen Writers ſpeak in high terms in- 
deed of the duties of private Friendſhip, and of the 
Love which every one owes to his Country : but if 
we examine theſe principles by their effects, and 
judge of the tree by its fruits, we ſhall find, that 
their private friendſhip was hardly confiftent with 
public good and the ſafety of ſociety; and that 
their love for their country ſet aſide the obligation 
| A 2 of 
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of common juſtice to all the world beſides, How 
many inſtances are there to be found among them 
of the ſacred rights of | friendſhip being pleaded in 
juſtification of the moſt atrocious crimes? And what 
was the ſo much boaſted love of their country 
among: the Romans, but a principle of uſurpation 
and oppreſſion, an union and combination of a ſet 
of robbers and plunderers, againſt the civil rights, 
the poſſeſſions, and * lives, of the reſt or man- 
kind? x 5 

Tur v therefore, who 1 8 made: it an objeQion 
to the Goſpel, that it has not inculcated principles 
of ſo equivocal a nature, and fo liable to abuſe, 
ſeem to have been very unwilling to let ſlip any 
opportunity of ſhewing their diſaffection to the Chriſ- 
tian Religion. Do they in earneſt want to find theſe 
duties, as far as they .are acknowledged ſuch, in- 
culcated in the Goſpel? do they ſearch there for 
the genuine virtues of friendſhip, and patriotiſm, di- 
rected by juſt means to their proper ends? what 
is this, but to look for the ſtars of the firmament, 
when the ſun is riſen; and to complain, that they 
have not the light of the moon at noonday ? The 
great Chriſtian virtue of Charity, or univerſal Be- 
neyolence, comprehends in it all the lower and ſub- 


ordinate duties of the ſame claſs. Here they are 
| ſwal- 
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ſwallowed up, but are not loſt. Into this they all 
flow, as the rivers into the ocean ; which refreſh the 
ſeveral countries to which they belong, and through 
which they paſs, yet do not ſtop there ; but purſue 
their main direction to that general gathering together 


of waters, in order to ſupply vapour and rain to the 
whole earth. 


Ou Saviour hath in reality completed and perfected 
the virtue, by laying open the incloſure, in which it 
was too ſtraitly confined ; by loofing the bonds, in 
which it was held captive, and rendered incapable of 
exerting its proper activity. And on what ſublime 
conſiderations doth he recommend it to our practice ? 
even from the perfection of the Divine Goodneſs; our 
relation to Gop himſelf, as his children; and our ob- 
ligation, as ſuch, to imitate Him. Ye have heard, 
« (faith He) that it hath been ſaid, Thou ſhalt love 
« thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy : But I fay 
te unto you, Love your enemies; bleſs them that curſe 
* you ; do good to them that hate you; and pray for 
«« them which deſpitefully uſe you and perſecute you: 
« That ye may be the children of your Father which 
« js in heaven; for He maketh his ſun to riſe on the 
« evil and on the good, and ſendeth rain on the juſt 
« and on the unjuſt. For if ye love them which love 


66 you, 
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« you, what reward ſhall ye have? do not even the 
« publicans the ſame ? --- Be ye therefore perfect, 
even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.“ 
That is, Content not yourſelves with the ordinary 
practice of the duties of humanity ; the common 
barter and traffic of mutual good offices, to which 
the worſt and vileſt of mankind think themſelves 
obliged : raiſe your charity above this low pitch ; 
extend it beyond theſe narrow bounds : as ye are 
the children of Gop, make your heavenly Father 
your pattern; and in the exerciſe of generous, dif. 
intereſted, unwearied, univerſal Benevolence, endea- 
vour to attain to ſome faint reſemblance at leaſt of 
the Divine Goodneſs itfelf ; which is freely im- 
parted to all that ſtand in need of it; to thoſe that 
are unable, and even unwilling, to make any return; 
to thoſe that cannot plead any deſert ; even to _ 
unthankful, and to the evil. 

Ov xr Saviour moreover enforces the Gry by the 
moſt efficacious motives, and the moſt powerful ſanc- 
tions: he repreſents it as the mark and characteriſtic 
of his true diſciples; as the teſt of our obedience, and 
the rule by which he will judge us at the great day : 
and he places to his own account the performance 
or negle& of it, towards the meaneſt and loweſt 
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of Our Brethren, whom he condeſcends to call his 
Own, 


ST. PAUL treads in the footſteps of his Maſter ; and 
delivers unto us no other doctrine, than that which he 
received of the Lord: Let us do good unto all men:“ 
let our benevalence be extended to all mankind ; 
ſtrangers, as well as fellow-citizens ; enemies, as well 
as friends: and not our beneyolence only, our bare 
good will; but our good feeds, our labour of loye, 
our moſt - earneſt endeavours to be of real ſervice and 
actual aſſiſtance to them. Let us do them good, as 
% we have opportunity :”” when a fair occaſion offers, 
and our ability ſeconds it; whenever a real object of 
diſtreſs preſents itſelf, and it lies in our power to 
adminiſter relief; whenever there is but an unſuſpected 
appearance of diſtreſs; a probability, that our benefi- 
cence will not be miſapplied. 


Bur though our Charity is to be univerſal, ready 
on all occaſions, and open to all objects; admitting 
of no exception whatever againſt the country, the 
religion, the party, or the perſon of any man; yet 
in the particular exerciſe of it, in determining its 
due meaſure and proportion, a difference between 
man and man may and ought to be made: for 

when 
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when to the common relation of humanity- other 
relations, and thoſe ſome of them of the moſt ſa- 
cred nature, are ſuperadded ; it is plain, that proper 
regard ought to be had to theſe additional obliga- 
tions, and to the higher degree of duty neceſſarily 
ariſing from them. And this our Saviour hath very 
plainly declared to us; "diſtinguiſhing" between dif- 
ferent obligations of duty in this kind, and allotting 
different rewards to the performance. . He that 
« receiveth a prophot, in the name of à prophet, 
« ſhall receive a prophet's reward; and he that re- 
«© ceiveth a righteous man, in the name of a right- 
« eous man, ſhall - receive a | righteous” man's re- 
<« ard: And-whoſoever ſhall give to drink unto one 
of theſe little ones a eup of cold water only, in- the 
name of à diſciple, (or, in my name, becauſe he 
belongeth to Chriſt, as another Evangeliſt expreſſes 
it,) verily I — — pena 2 
« his reward. A $24 46 ieee ene v 
Aer AY to — ali ben he 
teaches us to do good unto all men, yet gives the pre- 
ference to thoſe, who are eonnected with us by being 
our fellow - ſervants and brecht᷑en · in the ſame: ſacred 
fam: — a —— but 
«© Of cal "The univerſal Chureis/called in holy 
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Scripture the Family and Houſehold of Go p, into 
which all true believers are admitted through faith 
in Chriſt, as the ſons of Gop by adoption : Chriſt, 
as the firſt-born among many brethren,” is the 
Maſter of the houſe, the Lord and Head of the 
family; for „in him it pleaſed the Father to gather 
* all things together under one head, and of him 
« therefore the whole family in heaven and earth is 
* named.” By thoſe therefore, who are of the 
* houſehold of faith,” are meant Chriſtians in ge- 
neral ; our brethren and fellow - ſervants, as equally 
with us the ſervants of Chriſt, and the ſons of Go p. 
To ſuch, as are connected with us by this ſacred re- 
lation, we owe, in reſpect to our common Maſter 
and Father, the firſt regards of good will and affec- 
tion. And in diſcharging the duties ariſing from this 
general relation, we ought to conſider the different 
circumſtances, and neceſſities of theſe our brethren 
and fellow - ſervants. Our bleſſed Saviour, who went 
about doing good, made it his principal concern to 
relieve the ſpiritual wants of men: this was the work, 
for which he was ſent; the great work of the re- 
demption of mankind from the bondage of fin; yet 
did he not diſregard their bodily infirmities. He 

© taught in their Synagogues, and preached the glad 

©tidings of the kingdom of Gop : and he alſo healed 
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* all manner of Sickneſs; they brought to him all 
© that were afflicted with divers diſeaſes and tor- 
ments; demoniacs, lunatics, paralytics ; the blind, 
the lame, the maimed; and he healed them.“ In 
like manner, we ought in the firſt place to conſider 
our brethren in Chriſt with a particular regard to that 
facred relation, which as ſuch they bear to us; to 
conſult their ſpiritual welfare, to promote their eter- 
nal ſalvation; to have compaſſion on the weak, to 
inſtru the ignorant; to convert the ſinner from 
the error of his way, and to fave his ſoul from 
«« death.” And the innumerable bodily calamities and 
diſtreſſes incident to human nature will afford to per- 
ſons of ability abundant occaſion of doing good to 
the poor and needy under various afflictions and diſ- 
eaſes ; and give them the happy opportunity of imi- 
tating their bleſſed Lord in the other part of his 
beneficent character. For to apply the means, which 
Gor hath put into our hands, to the relief of the 
miſerable, is to follow, as far as human weakneſs can 
_ attain, the divine example of the bleſſed Jeſus, whoſe 
power was unbounded and equal to his benevolence. 
Theſe views, though ſcemingly different, may eaſily 
be made to coincide : bodily relief and ſpiritual com- 


fort will mutually aſſiſt each other. As our Saviour's 
bene- 
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beneficent as well as miraculous acts not only proved, 
but recommended, his doctrine; fo, in all caſes, ex- 
hortation, perſuaſion, inſtruction in righteouſneſs, 
will naturally gain the readieſt admittance, and make 
the deepeſt impreſſion, when the mind is opened and 
ſoftened by the warm influence of Charity. 


You ſee then, how ſtrongly our bleſſed Saviour 
hath recommended this duty of benevolence by pre- 
cept and by example. You ſee, of what great mo- 
ment it is in his fight, from the infinite weight of 
thoſe ſanctions, by which he hath enforced it. You 
ſee the meaſures of it plainly ſtated, and the great 
lines of it particularly pointed out, and propoſed by 
him, to our ſerious regard and conſtant practice. It 
behoves us to give an attention to this duty equal to 
its importance : not only to be ready and willing to 
adminiſter relief, when neceſſity happens to urge us, 
or opportunity to invite us; but to ſeek occaſion, to 
ſele& proper objects, to plan and methodiſe our cha- 
rity; to take care, that it be directed to the beſt 
ends, by the fitteſt and ſureſt means ; that the good, 
which we are ready and willing to do, may be done 
effectually and to the greateſt advantage. | 
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In this view let us firſt conſider in general that 


mode of Charity, -which we are now aſſembled ta 
promote, | | 


AMoNG the many humane and pious Inſtitutions 
of public Charity, various in their deſigns, all bene- 
ficial in their effects, which of late years have greatly 
increaſed in this Nation, covering, we hope, in ſome 
degree the multitude of fins of a vicious age; none 
hath more generally preyailed, none hath been found 


more univerſally uſeful, none leſs liable to objection, 


than the eſtabliſhment of Public Infirmaries for the 
relief of the ſick Poor. This ſpecies of Charity ad- 
dreſſes itſelf at once to reaſon, to religion, to huma- 
nity, to policy. The object of it is to relieve the 
diſtreſſes of the poor; of the lower claſs of mankind 
in that neceſſary ſubordination, which Gop in his 
infinite wiſdom hath been pleaſed to eſtabliſh for the 
good of all; of our fellow - ſervants in the houſehold 
of Gop, in which we are appointed to do his work, 
each of us in his proper ftation, and are commanded 
to bear one another's burdens ;”” of our brethren 
labouring under thoſe calamities, to which we are all 
by our common nature equally ſubje& ; of the moſt 


uſeful and important part of the community, as they 
| are 
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are the principal inſtruments of trade and agricul- 
ture, of wealth and ſtrength, and ſubſiſtence to the 
State, It is to relieve them in their greateſt neceſſity 
and ſevereſt diſtreſs; in pain and ſickneſs, in diſeaſes 
and bodily injuries; in caſualties threatening life, 
or loſs of limbs, to them perhaps as precious as life 
itſelf. Their ſituation and employments ſubject them 


to peculiar diſeaſes, to more frequent caſualties ; and 


diſeaſes and caſualties are to them peculiarly diſtreſs» 
ful; deſtitute as they are of proper accommodations, 
of proper food, of proper medicines and advice, and 
of the means of procuring them ; expoſed to the 
hazardous trial of every abſurd fancy, that well- 
meaning ignorance may ſuggeſt, or the ſtill more 
dangerous directions of unqualified practitioners, whoſe 
raſhneſs and preſumption is generally equal to their 
unfkilfulneſs, and whoſe rapaciouſneſs often completes 
the miſery. of thoſe, who are ſo unhappy as to fall 
into their hands. Healthful poverty is capable of 
all real happineſs; and opulent ſickneſs can procure 
every kind of aſſiſtance and conſolation : but poverty 
and ſickneſs united mutually aggravate each other's 
diſtreſs ; poverty deprives ſickneſs of every relief, and 
fickneſs deprives poverty even of ſubſiſtence. Nor 
perhaps is it a ſingle perſon only that ſuffers; the 
maintenance of numbers often depends on the labour 


of 


| a 


of one; the ſickneſs of the huſband and father cuts 
off all reſource from the wretched wife and children, 
and at the ſame time brings on them an additional 
burden; his diſability grievouſly diſtreſſes them; his 
death ſinks them in ruin and deſolation. 


Tux conſtant relief provided for the ſick poor in 
Public Infirmaries is the moſt proper and effectual, 
that can be deviſed, for the attainment of the end 
propoſed, according to the different conditions and 
circumſtances of the caſe. In diſeaſes leſs afflictive 
and of leſs immediate danger, in which ſtrict con- 
finement, and more than ordinary aſſiſtance of others, 
is not neceſſary, they are there freely ſupplied with 
every requiſite help; with ſkilful advice, with pro- 
per medicines, recent, unadulterated, and the beſt in 
their ſeveral kinds: and at the ſame time, as far as 
they are able without impediment to their recovery, 
they may attend their common occupations, and their 
domeſtic concerns. In caſes of preſent danger, in 

grievous diſeaſes or bodily accidents, when to ſupply 
them ſingly, at their own homes, with advice,. with 
medicines, with proper diet and due attendance, if 
it could be done at all with any regularity and con- 
ſtancy, and with any effect, would require an enor- 


mous expence; in thoſe places of public reception 
for 
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for the ſick all theſe things are provided for numbers 
together, in the completeſt manner, at the eaſieſt ex- 
pence, and applied to the beſt advantage ; and cha- 
rity ſupplies all the real wants of the pooreſt and 
meaneſt, even more regularly and effectually, than 


opulence uſually ſupplies them to thoſe of the higheſt 


rank. 


THe greateſt obſtruction to the exerciſe of the 
duty of almſgiving is the danger of abuſe, and the 
fear of miſapplication ; a fear but too well grounded, 
when we daily ſee fraud putting on every diſguiſe, 
and continually lying in wait, to impoſe on the piety 
of the good, and the humanity of the benevolent. 
But in theſe charitable Inſtitutions there can be no 
room for ſuch apprehenſions: the nature of them 
excludes all ground of ſuſpicion ; the form of them 
all probability of abuſe. On the part of the objects 
of them, there can be no impoſition : what is there 
in them to allure vice, and to invite impoſture ? or 
if they ſhould offer themſelves, how can they eſcape 
detection? On the part of the promoters and diſpen- 
ſers of ſuch charities, what poſſible apprehenſion of 
intereſted views and ſiniſter deſigns ? when the ma- 
nagement of them is committed to many and different 
hands, openly adminiſtered, regularly accounted, and 


laid 
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laid before the public ; when thoſe are the managers, 
who are moſt concerned to have them well- conducted; 
when a number of the contributors always attend upon 
the management of them, and by their attendance 
itſelf contribute more than the moſt liberal by their 
contributions. 


Suck are the conſiderations, which recommend this 
mode of charity in general : let us proceed to others, 
which ariſe from the peculiar fituation and circum- 
ſtances of the Inſtitution, which is the particular oc- 
caſion of our preſent meeting. | 


Tur Noble and Reſpectable Truſtees of a moſt 
ſucceſsful Profeſſor of the Medical Art, in the Be- 
ginning of this Century; a ſingular genius, eminently 


endowed with that ſagacity and penetration, which, - 


in a profeſſion ſo deeply engaged in the receſſes of na- 


ture, is the principal qualification that leads to excel- 
lence; the worthy Repreſentatives of this celebrated 
Perſon have very judiciouſly appropriated a part of 
that great wealth, which arofe from the ſkill of the 
able Phyſician, and the gratitude of the rich Patient, 
to the relief of the ſick poor, and to the improvement 
of the Art itſelf, by the Donation of a commodious 
and complete Building, amply furniſhed with all ne- 


ceſſaries 
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Ceſſaries and conveniences for a GENERAL INF1 R- 
MARY. A General Infirmary is the juſt and legitimate 
fruit of Medical Charity. It is placed here, with the 
utmoſt propriety: with reſpect to the principal Bene- 


factor; in this Seat of Learning, the place of his edu- 


cation, the firſt ſcene of his uncommonly ſucceſsful 
exerciſe of his profeſſion, and the favourite object of 


his munificence: with reſpect to the uſe and intent 


of it; near the confines of ſeveral Counties, that it 
might not ſeem limited in its deſign, and, as in moſt 
inſtances of the like kind, appropriated to one only; 
in a part of the Kingdom conſiderably populous, and 


in a manner central to the whole; where its uſefulneſs 


may be moſt: extenſive: laſtly, in this Nurſery of 
Science and Religion, where the poor objects of this 
charity may be beſt ſupplied with the conſtant at- 
tendance of ſkilful: Phyſicians both of body and ſoul, 
always ready to adminiſter to them whether medical 
or ſpiritual aſſiſtance; and where the benefits thus 
imparted may lo back with returns of advantage on 
— ja GREY and from thence 
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may at any time have enjoyed in this place, ſo richly 
endowed with all the various ſtores of Learning, and 
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fo well furniſhed with able Profeſſors in every part; 
there was ſtill a deficiency, which rendered all the reſt 
imperfect, and to which the Student was neceſſarily 
obliged to ſeek elſewhere for a proper ſupplement: 
namely, the opportunity of being led from ſpeculation 
to practice; of correcting, verifying, and perfecting 
theory by fact and experience. The knowledge of 
Medicine, which hath of late received great improve- 
ments, and been rendered much more extenſive and 
general than in former times, hath been more in- 
debted to the public Infirmaries, newly eſtabliſhed in 
moſt of the populous towns throughout the kingdom, 
and much increaſed in number in the Metropolis, 
than to the juſtly boaſted advancement of ſcience and 
philoſophy. Theſe are the beft, and the moſt inſtruc- 
tive, Schools of Phyſic ; where the Student, already 
well - grounded in the principles of his Art, proceeds 
from literary and hiftorical to experimental and prac- 
tacal knowledge ; where the book of nature is laid 
apen before him, illuftrated, as with a living com- 
ment, by the obſervations, the elucidatians, the ex- 
ample and method of practice, of the ſkilful Pro- 
feſſor. And. henceforth we may expect, that as the 
reſt of the feiences are for the moſt part ſupplied in 
this Seat of learning with the full means of their own 
perfection ; ſo that very important branch of know 
'T | J ledge, 
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ledge, on which the health, and ſtrength, and po- 
pulouſneſs of mankind, that is the happineſs of indi- 
viduals, and the proſperity of ſtates, ſo much depend ; 
that the knowledge of Medicine, being here rendered 
complete within itſelf, and thoroughly furniſhed with 
every ſubſidiary advantage, will from this place, as 
from a rich and abundant ſource, ſend forth on all 
fides its ſalutary ſtreams, for the benefit of our coun- 
try, and for the good of mankind. 


Bu rT let us conſider this Inſtitution in another 
view, and the objects of this charity in another capa- 
city, as Members of the Houſehold of Faith; under 
which ſacred relation they claim our particular regard, 
and will ſtand in need of our pious affiſtance. For of 
thoſe, who ſhall be received within your hoſpitable 
walls, how many will come as much in want of reli- 
gious as of medical advice, as proper objects of ſpiri- 
tual as of bodily relief ? In this ſituation of quiet and 
retirement, of ſtrict order and regular behaviour, in 
Which they will be removed from their former con- 
nexions and habits, and in ſome meaſure from their 
vices; when the heart will be moſt open to admo- 
nition , moſt ſuſceptible} of good impreſſions, moſt 
awakened to reflection and a ſenſe of duty, by the 
2 hand of Go, by the ſears of approaching 
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Death, and the terrors of future Judgment ; what 
happy opportunities will be offered of inſtructing the 
ignorant, of exciting the careleſs, of reproving the 
vicious, of ſupporting the weak, of reclaiming the 
bad, of confirming the good ? And how expedient, 
how neceſſary, the attendance of the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, in that important part of their office, to the 
Full exerciſe of which the nature of this charity will 
afford the ampleſt and faireſt ſcope, as the ſituation of 
it offers the readieſt and the beſt ſupply? Moreover, 
when the nature of this part of the Miniſterial duty 
is conſidered ; what peculiar abilities it requires, what 
an inſight into the workings of the human mind, what 
Judgement, what diſcretion, what art of perſuaſion, 
what delicacy of addreſs; may not the opportunity, 
which this Inſtitution. offers, for acquiring experience 
in the treatment of Spiritual diſeaſes, be conſidered, 
and further improved, as. another advantage to this 
Seat of human and divine knowledge, which ſupplies 
the community with ſo large a number of its Paro- 
.chial Miniſters, as well' as ſo many Profeſſors of the 
Medical art? For true judgement and complete {kill 
in the direction of weak and wounded conſciences is 
no more to be learned from volumes of Caſuiſtry only, 
than a perfect knowledge in the curing of bodily diſ- 
caſes is to be acquired from mere Theory and Syſtem. 
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The care therefore of the ſpiritual concerns of the 
objects of this charity hath been very properly recom- 
mended to the Academical Clergy of this place. They 
on their part have moſt readily and willingly under- 
taken it: and many of the moſt reſpectable members 
of that body have ſet a laudable and edifying example, 
by a voluntary and conſtant attendance hitherto ; lead- 
ing the way to the eſtabliſhment of a more ſtated and 
regular proviſion for the future, now to take place : 
in which, I doubt not, ſuch care is taken already, and 
will from time to time hereafter be taken, both in the 
appointment and ſuperintendence of the duty, and in 
the choice of perſons of ability, diligence, and zeal, 
adequate to the performance, as the great importance 
of the ſervice requires. 

Your regulations have indeed from the firſt been 
well adapted to the improvement of thoſe ſentiments 
of piety, which ſickneſs and calamity naturally awaken 
in the mind of man. The daily celebration of public 
worſhip, the weekly preaching of the word of Go p, 
the frequent adminiſtration of the holy Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, cannot but have in ſuch circum- 
ſtances a peculiar and more than common effect. How 
muſt the ſerious, the humble, the penitent, be af- 
fected on theſe occaſions? how, even the thoughtleſs, 
the diſſolute, the profane; thoſe, who have before 
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neglected and deſpiſed the ordinances of religion? 


When ſach a perſon enters the general aſſembly, 
gathered together in the place ſet apart for the wor- 
ſhip of Gop; will he not be awed by the order, the 
decency, the ſolemnity, of the public devotions ? will 
he not be ſtruck with the appearance of ſo many 
wretched ſuppliants, in the ſame ſtate of diſtreſs with 
himſelf ? will he not be penetrated by the general 
voice of confeſſion and ſupplication, ſo needful in his 
own caſe ? will not the ſecrets of his heart be made 
manifeſt ; and, falling down on his face, will he not 
confeſs, that Gop is preſent with thoſe that call upon 
him, and add with humble fervency his own addreſſes 
to the throne of grace? The feeds of religion, con- 
nate with the human mind, however uncultivated, 
however wilfully ſuppreſſed and ſmothered for a time, 
can never be totally rooted out: and the heart of 
man, how obdurate foever, is hardly proof againſt fo 
powerful, ſo ſearching a trial. Advice, confolation, 
exhortation, inſtruction it righteouſneſs, duly admi- 
niſtered in ſuch a ſeaſon, ſhall, with the bleſſing and 
grace of Go p, confirm the good reſolutions, which 
awakened piety may have inſpired; and fo fix them 
on the ſubdued and converted heart, as never after- 
ward to be removed, or ſhaker. When one of theſe 
ſhall return healed to his own houſe, and: ſhall declare, 
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what great mercy Gop hath ſhewed him, and what 
he hath done for his ſoul; his report and his example 
may have a proper influence in his family, and among 
his neighbours. And I doubt not, that, by the preach- 
ing of the Goſpel to the poor in our Public Infirma- 
ries, much ſpiritual comfort hath been adminiſtered, 
the broken - hearted have been healed, and many have 
been converted to righteouſneſs; and that the good 
effects of theſe Inſtitutions have been extended far 
beyond the more immediate obje& of them : effects 
in no caſe ſo obvious to obſervation, as the cure of 
bodily diſeaſes; but as much more important, as 
heaven is higher than earth, and as eternal Salvation 
exceeds in weight every temporal advantage. 


So on therefore, as you have begun; proceed in 
this charitable work, with the ſame readineſs and 
bounty, with the ſame piety and zeal: complete your 
generous deſigns, and abound yet more and more. 
May all of you, who are engaged in carrying on this 
good work, and who bear any relation to it, diligently 
attend each to his proper part. Let thoſe, whoſe fi- 
tuation and leiſure will allow them to ſpare to it ſome 


| ſmall portion of their time and endeavours, cheerfully 


undertake the office of Governors and Viſitors, and 
execute it with vigilance and conſtancy : let thoſe, 
whoſe 
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whoſe charge is a perſonal attendance, and care of the 
ſick, exerciſe it with aſſiduity, with kindneſs, and 
tenderneſs : let thoſe, who miniſter in ſpiritual things, 
faithfully wait on their miniſtration, inſtructing, ex- 
horting, comforting, with authority, with patience, 
with gentleneſs: and may Gop open the hearts, and 
ſtrengthen the hands, of all of you according to your 
ſeveral abilities, to aſſiſt in this good work, by your 
knowledge, your counſel, your favour, your liberality, 
your example. Nor doubt of the ſucceſs of this your 
labour of love in every way; of the certain benefits, 
that will flow from it, not only, according to your 
deſire and intention, on the poor objects of your be- 
nevolence; as well in regard to their everlaſting, as to 
their temporal, health; on them, and through them, 
on the public, in both reſpects; but on Vourſelves 
alſo, though your generous and diſintereſted views are 
not this way directed: Ve may not reap the fruits of 
it here; but ye ſhall be bleſſed in this your deed here- 
after: Ye know, that They cannot recompenſe you, 
and therefore the more ſhall ye be bleſſed ; for ye 
« ſhall be recompenſed at the reſurrection of the juſt.” 
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An Account of the Es TABLISHMENIT 


of the RADCLIFFE-INFIRMARY, 
OXFORD. 


| HE Truſtees acting under the Will of Doctor 
| John Radcliffe, for the management of thoſe re- 
venues, which He had deſtined to charitable uſes in 
the largeſt extent, have long ſhewn themſelves in- 
fluenced by the ſame beneficent ſpirit, which diſtin- 
guiſhed the Donations of that Great Man. After having 
compleated the Edifice of a New Library at Oxford, 
and made large Additions to St. Bartholomew's Hoſpi- 
tal at London, they were determined by that Affection, 
which the Doctor had often teſtified to the place of 
his Education, to erect a General Infirmary, at Oxford; 
thus at once providing for the improvement of Medi- 
cal Knowledge, and for the relief of the Diſtreſſed. 
Thomas Rowney, Eſq; many years Repreſentative of 
the City of Oxford in Parliament, actuated by the ſame 
charitable Spirit, of his own free gift, 27 June 1758, 
conveyed to the then * Radcliffe-Truſtees a tract of 
ground in the pariſh of St. Giles, containing upwards 
of five Acres, for the uſes of the intended Infirmary ; 
being a ſite moſt delightful, healthy and commodious. 


* The Right Hon. George Henry Earl of Litchfield, Charles Earl of 
Arran, Sir Walter Wagſtaffe Bagot, Edward Smith, Eſq; William Cart- 


wright, Eſq; 
D And 
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And when the property of the Land had been, by due 
courſe of Law, ſufficiently aſcertained and ſecured to 
this charity, the Truſtees. proceeded to contract with 
Mr. Leadbeter for the erecting of a ſpacious Stone- 
building with proper Offices, very decent in appear- 
ance, moſt convenient for uſe, and ſubſtantial in reſpect 
of Workmanſhip; which, by order of the preſent 
Truſtees, (The Right Honourable George Henry Earl of 
Litchfield, Sir Charles Mordaunt, Bart. Sir William Ba- 
got, Bart. and William Drake, Eſq;). and at the ex- 
penſe of the Truſt, amounting in the whole to many 
thouſand pounds, was compleatly furniſhed. 

In conſequence of a publick Invitation, the Zeal of 
the Nobility, Gentry and Clergy, and of the Univer- 
fity and City, was found to keep pace with that great- 
neſs of ſpirit, which at firſt projected the undertaking. 
A Subſcription being ſet on foot, a large ſum of money 
was cheerfully paid; ſo that upon the 18th of OZober 
1770 the ſaid Building was ſolemnly appropriated to 
the charitable purpoſe of a General Infirmary. --- A 
Preſident and Officers were appointed, and Rules eſta- 
bliſhed for the good Government thereof, 

And, as the making due proviſion for adminiſtring 
the aids of Religious Inſtruction and Comfort to the 
Sick hath ever, among ſerious men, been conſidered 
as eſſential to a well regulated Infirmary, the Univer/ity 
of Oxford was pleaſed generouſly to. take that charge 
upon itſelf. Beſide a very liberal contribution, into 
which the Members of it had already entred, for the 
| ſervices and ſupport of the Eimer they, by 
. a ſecond 


v8 


a ſecond ſubſcription, have made ample proviſion for 
two Chaplains; whoſe Office it is to perform divine 
Service daily in the Infirmary, and all other parts of 
the Miniſterial Duty, as occaſion may require, And, 
that no Difficulties with reſpe& to the Burial of per- 
ſons dying in the Houſe, might diſcourage Contribu- 
tors from recommending Patients, the Lord Biſhop 
of Oxford was pleaſed to conſecrate a convenient piece 
of ground contiguous to the Infirmary, which is now 
appropriated ſolely to that ſolemn uſe. 

Wedneſday, July the zd, having been appointed, in 
this year 1771, for a ſolemn meeting of the Governors 
of the Infirmary, the Lord Biſhop of Oxford was pleaſed 
to honour and aſſiſt the Inſtitution by Preaching a Ser- 
mon upon that occaſion. The powerfulneſs of whoſe 
pious and judicious recommendation was remarkably 
evidenced by the large Contribution which followed 
it. And the Publication of the Sermon was requeſted 
by the Governors, as likely to produce and perpetuate 
a beneficial effect upon This, and indeed upon all other 
ſimilar Eſtabliſhments. 


The Publick is to be informed, that the Accounts 
of this Infirmary, both as to Receipts and Expenſes, 
have all along, from its firſt Inſtitution, been regularly 
kept and examined by a Weekly Board of Governors : 
They have alſo been Audited, by proper Officers, at 
the end of each Quarter : And, on this day, were 
finally Balanced for the whole Year ending O&ober 10. 
1771. But, as the Rules of the Infirmary have ren- 

dered 
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dered it neceſſary to ſubrfft this Aunua State to the 
Approbation of the next General Court, to be holden 
January 9.1772, the Publication thereof muſt be de- 
ferred until the middle of that month. After which 
time Printed Copies will be delivered at the Infirmary 
to all Subſcribers. 


* 


Radcliffe - Infirmary, OxroR n. 
October 17. 1771. 0 
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